
PATHWAYS PERIOD MESSAGE FROM MS. ULMER – VIDEO LINK:  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6pHbYJyfSc 
 
 
TRANSCRIPT OF PATHWAYS PERIOD VIDEO MESSAGE: 
 
Pathways Period, or Period 5, is a regular part of your student’s Blue Day schedule. Pathways Period is 
part resource period and part student advisory, all with the goal of supporting your student’s 
performance and experience at Hamilton Southeastern High School. 
 

Pathways Period derives its name from Indiana state graduation requirements called Graduation 
Pathways. To graduate in the State of Indiana, students must earn a high school diploma, demonstrate 
employability skills, and demonstrate “post-secondary ready competency.” The activities that will 
occur in Pathways Period are aligned to these requirements.   
 

The primary purpose of Pathways Period is to provide academic support to students as they work 
toward their diploma. Last year, we surveyed students about what they would like in a student 
resource period, and the top responses were study time and help from teachers, and so the majority of 
students’ time in Pathways Period will be dedicated to individual study or to individualized support 
from teachers. 
 

Pathways Period will also present an opportunity for teachers and students to pursue learning 
experiences beyond what is available in the regular classroom. Academic enrichment could include a 
greater depth of content in existing curriculum, exploration of content beyond existing curriculum, and 
facilitation of student-suggested workshops. 
 

Support of students’ employability skills will come in the form of dedicated employability skills 
instruction and work-based, service-based, or project-based learning experiences. With Pathways 
Period occurring every other day, clubs and other organizations will have more opportunity to meet 
and volunteer during the school day. Additionally, students will have more frequent access to college 
and career planning tools and interaction with guidance counselors. 
Finally, to graduate, students must demonstrate Post-Secondary ready competency, the criteria for 
which includes performance on standardized tests, success in AP and dual credit courses, and/or 
success in Career and Technical Education courses. Pathways Period affords us time to support 
students in meeting these requirements through test administration, practice, and preparation. 
 

As mentioned, a small part of Pathways Period and support of the Employability Skills graduation 
requirement will be dedicated to Employability Skills Instruction. The State of Indiana identified 18 
skills that students need in order to be successful in the workforce. These 18 skills will be covered 
across students’ 4 years of high school, in about 20 required lessons each year. Lessons last about 30 
minutes after which students have the remaining 50 minutes of the period for study. A calendar of 
when these lessons occur is visible in students’ Class of Canvas courses or on the Just for Parents page 
on our school website. Typically, students will have 1-2 Employability Skills lessons a month. 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6pHbYJyfSc


The flexibility of Pathways Period would not be possible without scheduling software called Enriching 
Students. Students began training on this software yesterday. Once we are up and running, staff and 
students will be able to create schedules based on student need and interest, and we will be able to 
monitor what services are being provided. That data will help us be more intentional in ensuring that 
students have access to the supports they need. 
 

Additionally, the flexibility of Pathways Period is designed to afford juniors and seniors an additional 
privilege. Juniors and seniors in good standing  which means without serious concerns in academics, 
attendance, or behavior, will be able to have release time during Pathways Periods without a required 
lesson or event. As juniors and seniors get closer to entering the adult world, we want to encourage 
their ability to manage their time. 
 

Above all, we want to emphasize that Pathways Period is about opportunity—opportunity to connect, 
opportunity to learn, and opportunity grow.  We look forward to a great year!   
 


