
Pathways Period Frequently Asked Questions 

PATHWAYS PERIOD SPLIT 

How does the split period work? 

There are now two “periods” in Enriching Students – Pathways A and Pathways B.  Pathways A lasts from 8:30-

9:09, and Pathways B is from 9:14-9:53.  There is a short transition time in between for students to change 

locations, if needed.  Staff and students may make appointments for one or both time slots.  Any students without 

appointments will be scheduled to their regular Pathways classroom (or a large study space).   

If an appointment requires both periods/slots, then the staff or student will need to schedule twice/make 

appointments for both periods. 

Will students be able to take release time still? 

Yes, students can still sign up to take release time.  To take release time for the full block, students will need to 

sign up twice – for both Pathways A and Pathways B.  Students may also choose to sign up for release time for 

Pathways A only and then make an appointment during Pathways B.  If a student has an appointment during 

Pathways A, they will need to stay on campus (either with a teacher or in a study space); release time is not 

available during Pathways B only. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Is Pathways Period just a new name for SMaRT? 

While both SMaRT and Pathways Period were/are resource time for students, Pathways Period is more expansive 

and more intentional in approach.  Pathways Period will be used for a variety of purposes, primarily focused on 

academic support and enrichment.  The greater length and frequency of Pathways Period allows students more 

time to study, receive help, and engage in clubs. 

Where do students go during Pathways Period? 

Students are assigned to a default or homeroom teacher based on grade level and alphabetic splits.  These will be 

the classrooms to which students report when they have no other activities scheduled.  Students will also be able 

to go to other classrooms and common spaces, if scheduled to those locations. 

What happens during Pathways Period?  

Pathways Period will be primarily used for academic support and enrichment (ex. Help from teachers, assignment 

make up, study time, etc.). Additionally, students may also engage in clubs or volunteering opportunities and 

special interest activities.  Finally, Pathways Period may also be used for state testing administration.  All activities 

during Pathways Period are aligned to State Graduation requirements (called Graduation Pathways).  

How will attendance be taken? 

Initially, attendance will be taken in Skyward, as 5th period, just like any other course.  Attendance expectations 

apply to Pathways Period just like other courses.  After some training, teachers and students will use the 

application Enriching Students to schedule activities.  This application also allows attendance to be taken, which 

will be synced with Skyward. 

What is Release Time? 

Any student in good standing is allowed to sign up for “release time” during Pathways Period on days when there 

is not required Employability Skills Instruction (or other required activity, ex. class meeting).   



Good standing is based on grades and attendance—any student with a failing grade or who has skipped/cut a 

Pathways appointment in the past two weeks will have their self-schedule permission turned off in Enriching 

Students.  This will prevent that student from signing up for Release Time.  (Families can also request that their 

student’s self-schedule permission be turned off for any reason.) 

To have their self-schedule permission (and therefore Release Time) reinstated, the student can contact their 

Dean of Students. 

Students are to remain off campus during Release Time and are expected to arrive on time for 6th period.  

Repeated tardies to 6th period can result in the loss of the Release Time privilege. 

Do Flex, Internship, and JEL students have to attend Pathways Period? 

The short answer is “yes.” Flex, internship, and JEL enrollment do not excuse students from attending Pathways 

Period.  Students in these programs must attend Pathways Period on required lesson days (typically only once a 

month after August) but may seek release time, if qualified, on days without required lessons.  

Why is “Employability Skills Instruction” required?   

Senate Enrolled Act 297 requires that schools include employability skills standards in instruction.  These 
standards were established by the Indiana Department of Education, in conjunction with the Department of 
Workforce Development, and approved by the State Board of Education.  The standards can be viewed in their 
entirety here:  https://www.doe.in.gov/teaching-and-learning/employability-skills and are also summarized in this 
infographic.    

Where did the curriculum for Employability Skills lessons come from? 

A team of teachers, counselors, and administrators from both Hamilton Southeastern High School and Fishers 
High School developed lessons based on the standards and based on grade level-appropriateness.  

How do we know what days are required? 

The full calendar of Pathways Period meeting dates and a list of required days are in the Overview documents, 

posted on the school website.  Also, students will find required days as Calendar Events in their Class of... Canvas 

courses. 

Do virtual students have to attend Pathways? 

No.  Only student enrolled at the physical building will be assigned to and required to attend Pathways Period. 

  

https://www.doe.in.gov/teaching-and-learning/employability-skills
https://www.in.gov/dwd/files/Employability_Skills_Poster.pdf

