
AP WORLD HISTORY SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 2019-2020 
 
INTRODUCTION 
In the past, most AP history course summer assignments have consisted of reading 1 or 2 large historical 
books over specific topics.  The purpose of this was to improve your reading level, to get you ready for the 
rigor of a college level class, and to give you in-depth knowledge on a specific era or field of history.  This book 
activity was concluded with a test, essay, and discussion on the first day of school. 
 
This year we are trying something new. This change is an effort to correct an area that every student struggles 
with when transitioning into their first college course.   Students universally struggle with the following: 

• the amount of reading 
• the retention of what they just read 
• staying organized 
• taking notes effectively 
• managing their time wisely 
• studying for tests that move beyond regurgitation of data to show a mastery of the skills the AP class is 

built around that they must apply and display. 
 
This does not mean students don’t possess these skills, most AP students do as they often are among the 
brightest and most hardworking students, they just have not developed them to the level needed to be 
successful in what is a college level course.  
 
Our summer assignment this year was built around teaching, enhancing, and applying those skills so that every 
student may start the school year in a much better position to achieve success.  You will be reading a series of 
articles on reading techniques and retention strategies as well as various note-taking styles. You will then read 
articles using the new reading techniques on a variety of topics including: 

• time management  
• the framework of themes and skills AP uses  
• how to study effectively  
• stress management 
 

You will summarize the content contained in the articles above utilizing all the variety of note taking styles to 
see which kind works best for you.  These summaries and notes will be due on the first day of school.  Your 
summaries and notes must be HAND WRITTEN and not typed on a computer.  We will also have a discussion 
on the first days of school where students will be evaluated on their participation and quality of their 
comments to show they read the articles.      
 
If a link does not work, try again another day or try googling the article.  

 
ASSIGNMENT 
It would wise to space these out rather than trying to do in the closing days of summer.  This will strengthen the skills by 
practicing them over a prolonged period as well as making it a less miserable and less stressful experience.  It should 
really equate to reading about 1 article a week if you spread it out.  
 

(Continued) 



 
Read each of the following articles.  You should read them in order as they have been carefully planned and each article  
builds on previous ones.  The first article discusses a variety of note taking styles.  You will need to take notes on the  
note taking article using one of the three styles described.  The notes should be hand written in blue or black ink pen 3 
and must be a minimum of at least 1 page in length with a maximum of 2 pages (the back of the 1st page, or 2 one sided 
pages).  You should give some thought and consideration if you write big or small.  Your handwriting must be legible, or 
you will not earn a grade as we cannot discern if you have shown the skills.  If a link is defective, inactive, or dead please 
email us asap.  The 2-page guideline is for all the assignments. We want to keep it manageable.  We don't want you to 
write 20 pages as some kids might.  Part of AP WH is learning how to do high level work but also doing it on a time 
crunch and in a concise manor. 
 

1. NOTE TAKING STYLES ARTICLE - https://www.gvsu.edu/cms4/asset/91D2F15F-DAF4-C2F7-
B659ECCACE9E7375/1five_methods_of_notetaking.docx_updated_7-09.pdf  

• Focus on 3 new systems.  Traditional/Outlining, Cornell, & or Mind-Mapping  
• If you are having trouble with the link just google each of the 3 styles to familiarize yourself.  

 
You will then need to read the following articles.  Ideally you would apply what you learned in each article to the 
successive articles.  You will take hand written notes on each.   You must use each of the 3 note taking styles once and 
for the remainder you may use whatever style notes you have come to prefer.   Remember to summarize each linked 
article in one of the note styles. 
 

1. RETENTION ARTICLE –  (There are 3 pages, when you finish tip 3 click on “keep reading…” Be sure to read all 3 
pages http://sharpbrains.com/blog/2009/05/14/8-tips-to-remember-what-you-read/ 

 
2. TIME MANAGEMENT/ORGANIZATION ARTICLE –  https://sass.uottawa.ca/en/mentoring/tools/time-

management    
• ADDITIONAL RESOURCE but there some helpful assessments, tools and links HERE 

 
3. TEST ANXIETY ARTICLE –  https://pennstatelearning.psu.edu/test-anxiety  

 
4. STRESS MANAGEMENT – http://www.learnpsychology.org/student-stress-anxiety-guide/   (can stop after 5 

School Stress Busting Tips) 
 

5. AP WORLD HISTORY COURSE FRAMEWORK – summarize in notes 
• This is the new updated Course Framework or CED 
• https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-world-history-course-and-exam-description-

0.pdf?course=ap-world-history  
• If you have trouble you can google “AP World History: Modern Course Framework 2019”.  This should 

bring it right up, but make sure it says effective Fall 2019, otherwise it is an obsolete version.  This is 
everything for the course.  The themes, skills, content, rubrics, and exam info.  You should save this PDF 
to your main computer and/or your device you will be bringing to school with you.   

• Just read the pages listed for each of the following sections.   
i. Read the section on Historical Thinking Skills and summarize the skills.  Pg. 13-15 

ii. Read the intro pages for each of the Historical Themes and summarize the themes. Pg.  19 
iii. Summarize the 4 Chronological periods (units) of AP WH and give their dates and summarize 

what happens in that period to make them a separate unit.  Pg. 18 (& 22) 
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6. AP WORLD HISTORY CHAPTERS – Click on this link scroll the appropriate chapters and summarize in notes using 
the style you most liked from above. 
https://mansfieldisd.instructure.com/courses/1940/files/folder/Period%202?preview=273642&sort=name&ord
er=desc 

• Read chapter 4 over Ancient Rome (pg. 17) 
• Read chapter 5 over Ancient China and India (pg. 31) 

 
TURNING THE ASSIGNMENT IN 
Take each set of notes and put your name on the top left corner of each and the number of the article and the style of 
notes you used in the top right.  Put them in the correct order and connect them with paper clips, staples, etc.  Turn in 
the set on the first day of school.  This assignment will be worth 100 points which can cushion your grade as you get 
used to the rigger of the course and will set you up for success all year long. Turning in the assignment late will lead to 
the Social Studies Departments mandated reductions of -25% for one day and -50% for two days.   You could any 
number of issues with the assignment but most of them will only be a problem if you wait to the last minute.  So, don’t 
wait to the last minute.   
 
Good luck and we look forward to seeing you at the start of the school year.    
 
Mr. Follis and Mrs. Allen 


